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The Particle [ko'] in Yangchun Cantonese in Western Guangdong:
On the Formation Condition of the Sentence-final Usage of
Structural Particles

Dejun Qiu

Hainan Normal University

Abstract

The particle [ky] (including its phonetic variants) is widely used as structural particles
in southeastern Chinese dialects, showing a remarkable areal feature. [ko’’] in Yangchun
Cantonese in western Guangdong can be used as classifier, demonstrative, structural particle,
and sentence-final particle synchronically. In the construction “subject-+copula+VP+[ko"]+NP”,
[ko™] can be interpreted either as a structural particle or a sentence-final particle with the
omission of the head NP. It has been conventionalized as a dedicated sentence-final particle
eventually. Comparison with the other Chinese dialects and several non-Chinese languages
in southeastern China indicates that allowing the omission of the head NP in the construction
“subjectt+copula+VP+[ky]+NP” is the necessary but not sufficient condition for the formation of

the sentence-final usage of [kx] as structural particles.

Keywords

Cantonese, [ko>], structural particles, sentence-final particles, typology
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