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Evolution and Contact: Sound Change of the Dialect in the
Ailing Area of Yangzhou City over the Past 100 Years

Zhibo Sun

Henan Normal University

Abstract

This article explores the phonology of the dialect spoken in the Ailing area of Yangzhou during the
Qing Dynasty, based on the analysis of a newly discovered dialectal thyme dictionary. Building
upon this historical foundation, modern dialect materials are employed to systematically trace the
phonological evolution of the Ailing dialect since the Qing Dynasty. The results reveal that over
the past century, the evolution of Ailing dialect is intricate, encompassing changes driven by both
internal and external factors. Internal factors encompass phenomena such as *1>1/_Hongyin,
1> QA 2> D *ts® ~ s>te" ~ ¢fi_ L *i?>ie?. External factors, conversely, account for
phenomena such as the loss of aspiration in voiced initials with the oblique tone, alterations in
the pronunciation of colloquial and literary readings of Division-III rhymes within the Jia ( {% )
rhyme group, the disappearance of the colloquial pronunciation of Division-I nasal coda rhymes in
the Xian and Shan rhyme groups, and the reclassification of shangsheng tone with voiced initials
into qusheng tone. Particularly noteworthy is the evolution of the dialect in the Ailing area, which

has undergone a transition from the Tairu dialect region to the Hongchao dialect region.
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Jianghuai Mandarin, the Ailing dialect, sound change, language contact
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