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A Study on the Stance-taking Function of “Lao A le” from the

Perspective of Interaction

Xin Wang

Tianjin Normal University

Abstract

Based on spoken dialogue, this study discusses the stance-taking function of the “Lao 4 le”
structure from an interactional perspective. The findings show that the adjectives used this
structure are qualitative and comparative in nature, primarily consisting of monosyllabic and
disyllabic words. “Lao A4 le” reflects the speaker’s distinct epistemic stance, including incremental
expression, evaluative expression, and counter-expectation expression. It also conveys a clear
affective stance, typically expressing positive emotions. Furthermore, it demonstrates the
speaker’s attitudinal stance, that is, inviting the hearer to align with their stance, thereby achieving
stance alignment. The analysis of epistemic, affective, and especially attitudinal stance in this

article offers a new perspective on the study of stance-taking in Chinese discourse.

Keywords

“lao A le”, stance-taking, subjective epistemic, affective position, attitudinal orientation
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