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The Co-occurrence of de and le: Standard Mandarin,

Chaoyang Min and Beyond

Yang Xiao
Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Abstract

In Standard Mandarin, when the sentence-final particles de and /e, co-occur, examples can be
found where de precedes /e, as well as where de follows le. After differentiating between various
uses of de and /e through independent syntactic evidence, these distributions can be explained.
However, in Chaoyang Min, the order of the elements seemingly corresponding to Mandarin’s
de and /e does not at all align with predictions based on the syntactic-functional analysis in
Mandarin. When the A-not-A questions with de’s dialectal counterparts in Wu and Cantonese are
also taken into comparision, it is all the more obvious that the de counterpart in Chaoyang Min
shows a strong tendency to position itself close to the predicate. Based on the conjunction analysis
of sentence-final particles, these differences can be generalized as a single parameter: whether the

initial internal conjunction always chooses de.
Keywords

serial sentence final particles, de, /e, Chaoyang Southern Min, conjunction
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