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Semantics and Prosody of the “Noun + Cooking Verb” Structure

Xuefeng Ying' and Liping Zhang"

Shanghai Normal University', Hangzhou Dianzi University"

Abstract

While nouns typically function as subjects, objects, or modifiers in Chinese and rarely as
adverbials, the “noun + cooking verb” structure allows nouns to serve both as adverbials and
attributives. Notably, the semantic roles of nouns differ between these two syntactic positions:
nouns primarily express manner when used as adverbials, whereas they often indicate patients
(affected entities) when functioning as attributives. This structure also exhibits distinctive syllabic
configurations. The adverbial-head construction predominantly adopts 2+1 or 1+1 syllable
patterns, while the attributive-head construction frequently employs 2+1 or 4+1 syllable patterns
that differ significantly from general “noun + verb” syntactic structures. These unique syllable
patterns result from pragmatic constraints and frequently appear in recipes.
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noun-verb construction, adverbial-head structure, attributive-head structure, semantics, prosody
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