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Synchronic Variation and Diachronic Evolution of Erhua

Words in Contemporary Beijing Dialect

Wenwen Zhang and Xiaodong Huang

Beijing Language and Culture University

Abstract

This study employs sociolinguistic methods to examine the use of erhua words in the spoken
language of 205 Beijing residents. It is found that erhua words are still active in the daily
conversations of contemporary Beijing residents, although with significant individual differences
in usage. Age and education are important social factors influencing the use of erhua words.
Females, teenagers, and students use fewer erhua words, and their expressions are relatively
standardized. Over the past 40 years, the use of erhua words has experience a noticible decline,
with some vulgar erhua words nearly disappearing. Additionally, interpersonal differences in
usage have also significantly decreased. However, the standardization of language use and the
positive attitude of Beijing residents towards erfhua words still ensure its continued use.
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Beijing dialect, erhua words, social variation, diachronic comparison, language attitude
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