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The Sentence-final Particle de in the Wuhan dialect

Abstract

Chen Zhao
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This paper investigates the grammatical and semantic-pragmatic features of the sentence-final

particle de in the Wuhan dialect. The study reveals two distinctive usages of de in the Wuhan

dialect that differ from Standard Mandarin: First, the confirmative de in the Wuhan dialect exhibits

a broader functional scope, serving both to affirm the truthfulness of a proposition and to verify

the occurrence of past events. Second, de can function as a tense marker, indicating either the

immediate future or general future tense. The article also compares de with another sentence-

final particle /e in the Wuhan dialect, noting that although these particles permit interchangeable

usage in certain contexts, they maintain distinct grammatical and pragmatic boundaries. Finally,

employing the cartographic approach, the paper delineates the syntactic hierarchical relationships

among different types of de in the Wuhan dialect.
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Wuhan dialect, sentence-final particle de, tense marker, syntactic cartography
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