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The Multifunctionality of Hanshan Hou and Its Related Issues

Yu Zhao

Shanghai University of International Business and Economics

Abstract

The grammaticalization of content words is an important aspect in the study of Chinese grammar.
This paper examines the multifunctional usage of 4ou in the Hanshan dialect and finds that
hou can be used as both a verb and a conjunction. As a conjunction, it introduces time clauses
and conditional clauses; however, its ability to introduce counterfactual conditionals is less
developed compared to Mandarin. The paper also explains the motivation and mechanism of the
grammaticalization of sou from a verb to a conjunction in terms of syntactic semantics, context,

and invited inference. It gives indirect evidence supporting the analysis of 4ou as a conjunction.
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