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The Origin and Development of Causative Verb Zhuo

Ding Ding and Ziyi Huang

Xi’an Jiaotong University

Abstract

The causative verb zhuo in early modern Chinese has experienced a process of “to place>to
use>to cause”. The change of “to place>to use” is semantically resulted from the metonymy.
And semantic metaphor and syntactic reanalysis are involved in the change of “to use>to cause”.
The latter change is quite typical in ancient Chinese, which can also be seen from shi in archaic
Chinese, gian in medieval Chinese, and sAi in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Evidence of dialects
and typology demonstrates the relationship between semantic categories of instrumental and
causative as well. The causative verb zhuo appeared in the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties,
developed in the Song, Yuan, and Ming dynasties, and declined quickly in the Qing Dynasty.
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