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S’el s’aunasse ancor tutta la gente
che gia in su la fortunata terra
di Puglia fu del suo sangue dolente
per ki Troiani e per Ia lunga guerra
che dell’dnella fe si alte spoglie,
come Livio sciive, che non erra,
con quella che sentio di colpi doglie
per contastare a Ruberto Guiscardo;
e laltra’il cui ossame ancor s’accoglie
a Ceperan, la dove fu bugiardo
ciascun pugliese, e la da Tagliacozzo,
dove sanz’arme vinse il vecchio Alardo;
e qual forato suo membro e qual mozzo
mostrasse, d’aequar sarebbe nulla

il modo de la nona bolgia sozzo.

Dante Alighieri, La Divina Commedia, Inferna XXVIII, 7-21.

Were all the people assembled again who once in the fateful land of Apulia bewailed their
blood shed by the Trojans and in the long war which made the high-piled spoil of rings—as
Livy writes who does not err—with those who suffered grievous strokes in the struggle with
Robert Guiscard and those others whose bones are still in heaps at Ceperano where every
Apulian was faithless, and there by Tagliacozzo where old Alardo conquered without arms;
and were one to show his wounded limb and another his cut off, it would be nothing to

compare with the foul fashion of the ninth ditch.

-by John D. Sinclair





