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I doubt whether anyone in this country who is concerned with Chinese
studies, whether here or at Cambridge or in London, would dispute the need for
the informed, scientific study of the history and institutions of Modern China.
Let it be clear from the outset, then, that this has absolutely nothing to do with
the position of Colloquial Chinese in university curricula. Any student of Modern
Chinese history who is capable of handling Chinese sources (there are remarkably
few) will tell you that many of his primary sources are in Classical Chinese. The
Opium Wars, the Taiping Rebellion, The T ung-chih Restoration, the Hundred
Days’ Reform, the Boxer Rising, the career of Sun Yat-sen-—-these subjects, to
name only the first few that come to mind, would be studied, as far as primary
sources are concerned, exclusively in the Classical language. It is entirely erroneous
to assume, as is often done, that because we need Modern Studies and Colloquial
Chinese is modern, therefore Modern Studies can best be advanced by promoting

Colloquial at the expense of Classical Chinese.®
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4 JE X T’ung-chih Restoration B BB E +—4F (1861) X REEK/G FARBITIRILE - EIBER
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Chinese: Classical, Modern and Humane, An Inaugural Lecture delivered before the University of Oxford
on 25 May 1961 by David Hawkes, Oxford, 1961, p.24. Included also in David Hawkes, Classical Modern
and Humane, Essays in Chinese Literature, The Chinese University press, Hong Kong, 1989, pp.20-21.
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