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The Selection and Application of the Example Sentences of

Idioms in International Chinese Language Teaching

Cuixia Wu and Shan Wang
The Education University of Hong Kong

Abstract

With the improvement of Chinese language proficiency of international Chinese learners, idiom
teaching has become very important. However, in recent years, the study of idioms is mainly
focused on the misuse of individual idioms. There is a lack of corpus-based research and its
application in teaching materials of idioms and dictionary compilation. This paper holds that
typical exemplification has an important effect on idiom learning, teaching material editing, and
dictionary compilation. Thus this paper annotates and analyzes the semantic and syntactic functions
of idioms making use of the two modern Chinese corpora CCL and BCC. Based on the results, this
paper puts forward the principles of idiom selection in international Chinese teaching and further

explores the application in idiom teaching, teaching material editing and dictionary compilation.
Keywords

international Chinese language teaching, idioms, example sentences, corpora, semantic and

syntactic functions
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