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Simplification of the Components in Hong Kong Chinese
Variant Characters:

With Series of Three Components as Examples

Roy Shing Yu
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

In Hong Kong Chinese education, teachers allow their students to have a high degree of freedom
to select a character written as a standard or variant form. There are some common practices in
variant characters which are admitted by users generally, but of course, some regularities such as

component changing exists between a standard and its variant form.

In this paper, I would like to use the three series of similar component, “** (horns of goat) **

9

(grasses)”, “ % (four) ** (variant of ‘four’)” and “ B (the sun) B (to say) = (a hat)”, as examples to
analyze the historical sources of components simplification and the influences of simplifications in

Hong Kong.
Keywords

Hong Kong Chinese variant characters, component, simplification
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