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The Conditions of Prosody Conquering Syntax in Four-

character Lattice

Hongyan Liu

Hebei Finance University

Abstract

Based on the theory of compound prosodic words in Chinese prosodic morphology, this article
examined the prosodic structure of the four-character lattice in the 58 syntactic structure not
“2+2”format, then analyzed the causes of the prosody conquering and not conquering syntax,
so as to investigate the conditions of prosody conquering syntax in four-character lattice. We
think that whether prosody can conquer syntax or not depends on whether the combination of the
second to third syllable in the four-character lattice can be broken or not, and whether it can be
broken is mainly determined by the syntactic relationship and lexical meaning between the two
syllables. Our research validates “the theory of prosody conquering syntax in the four-character
lattice” proposed by Mr. Feng Shengli, and also finds that the syntactic relationship and lexical
meanings within four characters play a key role.

Keywords

four-character lattice, prosody, syntax, modular, condition
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