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The Significance of Comparative Research on Chinese
Dialects and Standard Chinese:

A Study of the Grammaticalization of Sentence-final Elements

Hideki Nishimura
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Comparative studies of lexical and phonological features in Chinese dialects appear to have more
prominence in contemporary standard Chinese research. In this paper, I propose that the study of
the syntactic systems in Chinese dialects should be considered an important referent in the study
of standard Chinese syntax. While research in the grammaticalization of sentence-final adverbs in
standard Chinese has been blooming over the years, its coverage and depth of research is not on
a par with those in dialectal Chinese studies. Studying the syntactic systems of different Chinese
dialects allows linguists to have a more comprehensive understanding of the grammaticalization
phenomenon in standard Chinese. Moreover, researchers will be able to examine such a unique
linguistic phenomenon from a new perspective, such as the interface between syntax and

semantics, instead of confining themselves to studying the pragmatic phenomenon.

Keywords

Chinese dialects, Mandarin/Putonghua, post-posing (replacement), ellipsis, grammaticalization of
sentence-final particles
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