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A Study on M Hou as a Rhetorical Question

in Cantonese

Man-Ching Chiang

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

There are two basic funtions of m hou in Cantonese, including (1) “not good”, an adjective to
show a negative quality of something; and (2) “don’t”, an auxiliary verb to stop someone’s action.
However, there is another function of m hou, namely, as a rhetorical question, on which very
few discussions have been made. The major focus of this article is to explore some grammatical

characteristics of m hou as a rhetorical question.
Keywords

m hou, auxiliary verb, rhetorical question
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