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The Meanings and the Semantic Change of

the Cantonese Sentence-final Particle gE2

Maki lida

Hokkaido University

Abstract

This paper argues that the Cantonese sentence-final particle ge2, which is pronounced with a
longer duration and a slowly rising pitch (gE2, hereafter) has two different uses, namely “expressing
reservation” and “expressing objection”. The meanings of the particle in these two uses can
be defined as follows respectively. The “reservation” gE2 expresses that the speaker presents
the proposition he/she asserts as one that may be accompanied by another proposition which
conflicts with the one he/she asserts. The “objection” gE2 expresses that the speaker presents
the proposition he/she asserts as one that conflicts with the proposition which (he/she thinks)
the hearer assumes to be true. As to the direction of the semantic change of the particle, the

interpersonally oriented “objection” use precedes the textually oriented “reservation” use.
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