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A Brief Introduction to the Tingkok Dialect of Taipo,

Abstract

New Territories of Hong Kong

Chun-Fat Lau

Xiamen University

This article describes a dialect spoken only in Tingkok Village, which is situated near Taipo, Hong

Kong. After close investigations, we found that it is a kind of Yue dialect deeply affected by the

surrounding Hakka dialect. The villagers speak Hakka outside the village, but insist on speaking

their own dialect within the village area. Their language is found to have been co-existing with

Hakka for centuries. Apart from describing the phonology and vocabulary of the dialect, this essay

also discusses the special significance of the dialect in sociolinguistics.

Keywords

Tingkok dialect, Hakka dialect, Yue dialect, language contact
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