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The Quick Intonation and the Protracted Intonation in the

Sentence-final Position in Cantonese

Yun Mai

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

Both the length and the pitch play an important role in the sentence-final position in Cantonese. There
are two kinds of sentence-final intonations, namely the quick intonation and the protracted intonation,
which may cooccur with the rising, falling, high or low intonations in the sentence-final position.
In this paper, various kinds of intonations and other related phenomena will be examined and a

classification of the elements that occur in the sentence-final position in Cantonese will be proposed.
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