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An Analysis of the Issue on

Deciding Proper Cantonese Pronunciations

King-Wai Siu
The University of Hong Kong

Abstract

The debates over Cantonese pronunciations often lie on adherence to traditional fangie spellings
or to actual readings. The present article examines a number of Cantonese pronunciations in 10
widely circulated Chinese dictionaries in Hong Kong. It is found that ancient fangie spellings are
still an important factor in deciding Cantonese readings. This article also suggests that tone sandhi

in Cantonese should be reflected in Cantonese pronunciation references.
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