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The Distribution of Shape Classifiers across Chinese Dialects
and the Characteristics of the Shape Classifiers System

in Yue Dialects

Yifa Xu

Peking University / The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Abstract

This article compares the distribution of shape classifiers (namely, the collocations between shape
classifiers and nouns) across Chinese dialects by combining the methods of semantic features
analysis and the Semantic Maps Model. Based on the data drawn from 19 dialects, this study
shows that the distribution of shape classifiers (including three main types: round, flat and long)
reveals a continuum across different dialects, which I called the “central-extended” distributional
pattern. From north to south, generally, the range of nouns (things) that a shape classifier can
collocate with in a dialect tends to become larger. Based on this pattern, I briefly discuss the

characteristics of the shape classifiers system in Yue dialects comparing to that in other dialects.
Keywords

shape classifiers, semantic maps model, dialectal comparison, central-extended distribution
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