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CURRENT RESEARCH IN CHINESE LINGUISTICS

The Linguistic Mechanism of Chinese Taboo

Renhai Bian

Shenzhen University

Abstract

Chinese taboo refers to the process of selecting and replacing among several language symbols
that represent a certain concept in a context where taboo is required. Such replacement aims to
stop the function of a certain cognitive rule by cutting the association with things that need to
be tabooed. Meanwhile, it tries to stimulate the association with related rational meanings, as
well as to weaken, fuzz or polish the implications of taboo. Chinese folk taboo originates from
wrong interpretations of relation between concept and objective being, while the Chinese political
taboo and etiquette are a kind of discourse of power. The evolution of the alternative symbols of
taboo reflects not only the Gresham’s law, but also the rule of succession and existential rules.
Furthermore, it is also under the regulation and control of the nature of communication which is
essential to languages.

Keywords

Chinese taboo, the triangle of semanteme, cognitive linguistics, Gresham’s law, accepted due
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