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Alternations of Expressions in Cantonese Spoken in

North America

Xiaojin Chen and Wanhong Xu

Jinan University

Abstract

There are many similarities between Guangzhou Cantonese and Taishan Cantonese used in the
Chinese communities in the United States and Canada, specifically in San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Chicago, New York, Toronto, Vancouver, and Victoria. Due to the influence of English, the mainly
used language in both countries, local Chinese’s proficiency in Cantonese has been decreasing,
especially in the respect of vocabulary. Consequently, on the occasion of using Cantonese,
they tend to explain or compose the meaning of the words if they have no knowledge of the
corresponded ones in the dialect.

This article collects and analyzes the two expression strategies used by Chinese Americans and

Canadians. All of the materials come from the field studies conducted in America and Canada.
Keywords

America, Canada, oversea Chinese, Yue dialect words, express
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