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Table of Cantonese Syllables

Linguistic Society of Hong Kong (LSHK) Transcription System
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. What were the teachers’ wishes for the students? (4 43)
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CURRENT RESEARCH IN CHINESE LINGUISTICS

Using Romanization of Cantonese Flexibly to Enhance the
Effectiveness of Learning Chinese as a Second Language:
Taking Early Childhood Teaching Assistant Programme as

an Example

Pamela Pui-Wan Leung

The Education University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Cantonese has been the medium of instruction in Chinese language teaching in Hong Kong for
decades. Given the discrepancies between the spoken Cantonese dialect and the written form of
Modern Standard Chinese, how to develop students’ spoken and written language proficiencies
in Chinese in tandem is a huge challenge for Hong Kong teachers, especially those who teach
Chinese as a second language. Based on an attempt in teaching a Chinese enhancement course
for a “Multicultural Teaching Assistant Programme”, this paper reports how the romanization
of Cantonese was used to bridge the gap and concludes that the incorporation of Cantonese
romanization in compiling teaching materials not only facilitates students’ self-study, but also
minimizes the confusion caused by learning the spoken language and the written language at the

same time, enhancing the effectiveness of Chinese language learning.
Keywords

non-Chinese speaking students, romanization of Cantonese, teaching Chinese as a second language
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