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On the Morphological System of Imperative Mood in Middle
Mongolian and the Development of Chinese Imperative

Particles in the Yuan Ming Dynasty

Rui Chao

Huaiyin Normal University

Abstract

In the Tang and Song Dynasty, there were two modal particles, ZHE ( % ) and ZHE ( & ). The
former was found in the colloquial language used as a modal particle showing determined mood or
expressing imperative mood; the latter was found in official documents giving explicit instructions.
ZHE ( % ) was grammaticalized from the aspect marker ZHE ( % ), while ZHE ( & ) from the
modal particle in the end of the sentences, which played the role of determined mood. Imperative
sentences in the middle Mongolian were characterized by complex morphological forms which
acted as imperative mood markers, as well as agreement markers, such as person, number etc.
These roles couldn’t be fully transmitted when they were translated into Chinese. For instances,
ZHE ( % ) loses its roles of person, number and discourse markers, only acting as an imperative
mood marker. In the Yuan Dynasty, ZHE ( & ) was translated as a suffix of converb in Mongolian,
while its other functions were merged by ZHE ( & ). ZA ( 1H ) firstly played the imperative role
as the first person plural of the imperative marker in middle Mongolian, but was assimilated by its
synonym ZHE ( % ) later. After the Ming Dynasty, the distinction of ZHE ( % ) and ZHE ( 3 )

was restored.
Keywords

imperative sentence, imperative mood, morphological markers, language contact
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