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The Form and Function of the Definite Classifier-Noun
Constructions in the Guangzhou Dialect and Other

Chinese Dialects

Huayong Lin and Liwen Cai

Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Examining the form and function of the definite classifier-noun constructions in Guangzhou
dialect, and comparing with Lianjiang Cantonese, Guigang Hakka and Guang’an Southwestern
Mandarin, it is argued that the classifier-noun constructions in the Chinese dialects belong to the
pragmatical “use pattern”; a feature of the classifier prominent language. When used in spoken
language, the classifier-noun constructions are mainly used in casual and colloquial contexts.
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