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The Definite Classifier-Noun Construction in Guigang Hakka

Ling Liu

Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

The definite classifier-noun construction can be found in Guigang Hakka. Based on its syntactic
distributions and pragmatic functions in Guigang Hakka and a comparative study with Guigang
Yue and Zhuang [Tai-Kadai], it is argued that the definite classifier-noun construction in Guigang
Hakka is highly parallel with Guigang Yue while it does not exist in Guigang Zhuang. Because of
language contact, the said construction is transferred from Yue to Hakka, undergoing a replication

mechanism which is called “construction replication”.
Keywords

Guigang Hakka, classifier-noun construction, definite, language contact
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