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Discussion on the Historical Change from the Scope Category

to the Degree Category in Chinese

Zhaohui Wei

Beijing Language and Culture University

Abstract

In the history of Chinese, there was a diachronic change from scope adverbs to degree adverbs,
which was a shift from the objective quantity to the subjective quantity and from the scope
category to the degree category from a semantic point of view. It was also analyzed as a projection
from the scope domain to the degree domain in terms of the cognitive analysis. Most of the
changes were from the full range to the high degree, which were mainly caused by the semantic

abrasion and the rapid change of adverbs.
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