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“CL+N” Phrases and “Cl+wu” Phrases in the Chaozhou Dialect

Xiaoxian Xu

Sun Yat-sen University / Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales

Abstract

In the Chaozhou dialect, the “CL+N” phrases can be interpreted with both definite and indefinite
readings, no matter whether they appear before the verb or after. The head of the noun phrase can
be replaced by the noun WU “thing”, which resembles a pronominal element. However, “Cl+wu”
can only be interpreted with a definite reading and is not allowed to appear in the object position.
This paper compares the characteristics of the “CL+N” phrases and the “Cl+wu” phrases in terms
of their phonological patterns, syntactic structures and pragmatic functions. We claim that CL
and wu evolve into fused forms. Based on the distribution of “Cl+wu” phrases in other Chaoshan

dialects, we further analyze their phonetic evolutions.
Keywords

Chaozhou dialect, definite, “CL+N” phrase, “Cl+wu” phrase
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