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Innovations on Fenyun Cuoyao:

Textual History and Phonological Reconstruction

R.Y. H. Sham

University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Through its representation of Qing-era Cantonese, Fenyun Cuoyao (hereafter Fenyun) holds
especial historical significance. Previous studies have made strides in uncovering its phonology,
though their conclusions are often based on different co-published editions of Fenyun, without
the employ of a textually critical lens that can otherwise explain discrepancies and limitations. By
grounding in textual criticism, the present study has found that both of the hitherto undocumented
individually published editions of Fenyun are earliest in their circulation and textually superior
to any co-published edition. By elucidating Fenyun’s textual stylistics and reconstructing its
phonology (including fine-tuning and re-analyzing reconstructed rime values), we re-evaluate the

phonology of Fenyun and re-affirm its merits.
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Fenyun Cuoyao, textual criticism, textual stylistics, phonology, reconstruction
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