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The Diversity and Multilayered-ness of Derivational

Morphology in Cantonese

Hsiufang Yang

National Taiwan University

Abstract

In Old Chinese new words are mainly derived by derivational morphology. The various types
and sound appearances of morphology, together with the subsequent creations by its descendant
dialects in different times and regions, cause the diversity and multilayered-ness of derivational

morphology, which turns out to be a prominent feature of Modern Chinese.

Cantonese, as this paper argues, not only preserves certain relics of Old Chinese derivational
morphology, but also possesses its own morphological changes such as the well-known splitting
of Tone 1 for marking derived nouns. The diversity and multilayered-ness in Chinese derivational

morphology could be well attested in Cantonese.
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