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The Maritime Silk Road and Min Dialects
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Abstract

The distribution of Min dialects in the Nanyang is testimony to the history of the establishment of
the Maritime Silk Road by ethnic Chinese. Several studies have been carried out in Min varieties
used in the Nanyang. The findings not only demonstrate the speakers’ loyalty to their mother
tongue, but reflect the extensive interaction occurred in language contact as well. The language
situation of Min speaking Nanyang Chinese is featured by “harmony without uniformity”, one of

the values cherished in Chinese culture.
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