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Language Contact
and Grammatical
Change

Bernd Heine and Tania Kuteva
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» That language structure is fairy resistant to change
of language contact has been widely held among
students of linguistics for a long time, presumably
rooted in Ferdinand de Saussure’s distinction
between “internal” and “external” linguistics.
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« In this tradition, Edward Sapir managed to persuade
a generation of American linguists that there were
no really convincing case of profound
morphological influence by diffusion (Danchev
1988:38;1989)
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