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Asymmetric Distribution of Cantonese Sentence Final Particles

Abstract The purpose of this paper is to investigate the distribution of Cantonese sentence
final particles SFPs from a descriptive approach. It is observed that sentences with the type I SFPs
and those without the type I SFPs equally share the sentences in our corpus. Among those
sentences without the type I SFPs, one third of them are those with the type II SFPs while the rest
of them are those with no particles. The asymmetric distribution of Cantonese sentence final
particles may shed some light on the study of Cantonese grammar and the study of theoretical
linguistics.
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