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On the Locative Preposition Zke (3) and the Related

Grammatical Phenomena

Abstraet This paper proposes that in modermn Peking dialect the etymon of de in the
syntactic form “Verb-+de-+Location” is zhe (35 ), and the locative usage of zhe (F>3F ), which
originated from the Northern and Southern Dynasties (420-589) , retains in some Mandarin
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dialects. Investigating the aspectnal meaning of sentences with the syntactic form “Verb-+de+
Location™ in Peking dialect, it claims that such de doesn’t indicate aspectual meaning, but is
purely a locative preposition. Then it reconstructs the phonetic changing loci of the locative
preposition zhe (¥): zhao/zhuo > zhe > de. Considering the syntactic and semantic conditions of
various contracted forms of “Verb+Complement+/e (#)) +tsi ({f) +Location” in Wu dialects,
it demonstrates that the syntactic form “VP-+tsi ({F) +Location” is only a contracted form of “VP
+le (#}) +tsi ({F) +Location” and the tsi (1) is only a perfect aspect marker, but not a locative
preposition, as proposed by Mei Tsu-lin (1999) . From the point of view of the semantic load of
zhaolzhuo (/%) , as a polysemy which functions as verb, preposition and aspect marker, it
explains the cause why the locative preposition zai (¥£) can overcome and supersede the locative
preposition zhao/zhuo/zhe/de (/3 ) . Considering the fact that in the syntactic form “Verb-+zhe

(#) +Location” the locative preposition yx (-F-) can’t be inserted between the zhe (3 ) and the
location expression, it demonstrates that in the Northern and Southern Dynasties such zhe (35) has
functioned as a locative preposition, but not a verb. Then it discusses the changing process of
some locative prepositions in Wu dialects and Mandarin dialects, and tries to revise the table
made by Mei Tsu-lin (1999) , which represents the history of some locative prepositions in
northern and southern Chinese from the Pre-Qin Dynasty (before 221 B. C.) to today, as follows :

(i)The history of zhao/zhuo/zhe/de( 3 /3 Yfrom the Five Dynasties(907-960) to today is added
in the column of Mandarin dialects; (ii) The history of tsi ({f) as a preposition from the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644) to today is deleted in the column of Wu dialects, in the meantime, the
history of zai (#£) from the Northern and Southern Dynasties to the Five Dynasties is added in
there, and the etymon of the preposition /ai (3§) in Ming Dynasty’s Wu dialects is supposed to be
the zai (7£) . Finally, considering the phonologic and syntactic behavior of tsi ({) in Wu dialects,
it argues that the preposition and progressive aspect usage of zhe (>3 ) can’t be found from the
tsi (fF) .

The organization of this paper is the following. In section 1 the syntactic form “Verb+de

(%) +Location” in modern Peking dialect is discussed. In section 2 some phonetic problems of
the preposition zhe (3 ) in Mandarin dialects are discussed. In section 3 it argues that the tsi (ff)
in Wu dialects can’t function as a preposition. In section 4 it discusses the syntactic and semantic
condition of various contracted forms of “Verb+Complement+/e (&) +si (4F) +Location” in
Wau dialects. In section § it discusses the cooccurrence and deletion condition of the complement
zhaolzhuo (513 )/ tuo (i), the preposition Je (¥ and the aspect marker #si (/F)in Wu dialects.
In section 6 it discusses the replacement of the preposition zhe (&) by zai (f£) in Mandarin
dialects. In section 7 it discusses the brief history of some related locative prepositions in Wu
dialects and Mandarin dialects. In section 8 it investigates the counterparts of the three usages of
zhe () , lLe. locative preposition, perfect and progressive aspect markers, in Wu dialects.

Key words the locative preposition zhe (35 ) ; the locative preposition zai (£ ) ; the aspect

marker tsi (fF)

(HFM T RFFXR)

27





