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The Loss of the Front Rounded Rime [y] in the Hakka and Yue Dialects

Abstract The loss of the front rounded rime [y] in the Hakka and Yue dialects of
Guangdong was found to be a recent sound change. With careful comparison of different dialects,
the use of the migration history of Hakka speakers in the past few centuries plus the romanization
records, this study shows the steps in detail which lead to the loss of [y] in these two dialects.

Keywords Hakka dialects; Yue dialects; the rounded high front rime; historical linguistics
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