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Correspondences of the Finals ¢, ue, wi in Terms of

Rime Categories in Southern Min Rime Books

Lihsueh Chen

Abstract The local variants of Zhangzhou and Quanzhou varieties of Taiwanese Southern
Min show various degrees of mixture of phonological categories, but there remains the
correspondence of e, ue, w in Xiamen, Zhangzhou and Quanzhou subvarieties, as exemplified in
the three kinds of pronunciations of & “skin” (phe’, phue’, phur’) and & “to fly”
(pe‘, pﬁel, pml). First of all, we assemble all the words featuring the correspondence of e, ue,
w in Taiwanese Southern Min, and then make a detailed analysis of the correlation between these
finals with phonological categories in Southern Min rime books as well as modern reflexes. The
correspondence of e, ue and w can further be divided into two groups, viz., e, ue and ue, uL
Based on these two groups, we examine the phonological development of Xiamen, Zhangzhou
and Quanzhou subvarieties, and the interaction of Xiamen-Zhangzhou, Zhangzhou-Quanzhou,
and Xiamen-Quanzhou dialects. In addition, we also set up the correlation of modern sound
groups and Middle Chinese rime categories.

Keywords Southern Min rime book rime categories finals Xiamen, Zhangzhou and
Quanzhou varieties Middle Chinese Sounds
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