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On the Word !X1J " ao" in Southern 

Chinese Dialects 

Pingquan FANG 

Abstract Different from the traditional understanding, a new explanation on the word 

~ " ao" is proposed in this paper. After analyzing the formation, pronunciation, change of 

meaning and the etymological relationship with another word of the same pronunciation, 

which means unsmooth, the paper points out that, when referring to a topography, ~ " ao" 

means the "saddle" in a saddle. 

Keywords southern dialects ao 
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