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The semantic shift of the character jiang ({8): from
“to fall forward” to “stiff”’

Xiaohua LI

Abstract In the Han Dynasty, the character jiang ({&) still basically indicated the concrete
meaning of toppling down which was the only meaning in Pre-Qin Dynasty, and extended two
new meanings . One is dying, the other is abstract meaning of toppling down extended, e.g.,
frustrating, collapsing, which is remained in one or two Chinese idiom after Ming
Dynasty .During the Wei or Jin Dynasty, the meaning of stiffening began to appear. After that , the
meaning of stiffening and toppling down developed respectively. In the late Qing Dynasty, the
meaning of stiffening completely replaced the meaning of toppling down.

Key words jiang, semantic shift, to fall foward, stiff
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