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Obstruction for grammaticalization from semantical
rank-disparity: an analysis on the grammaticalization
of “Np+V” syntactic pattern and its meaning factors
in the modern Chinese

Rongjun LIU

Abstract There are considerable “Np+V” sentences in Chinese, yet the study to the
relationship and meanings among the verbs and the nouns is quite little. This article gives a review
to the grammaticalization of “Np+V” syntactic pattern, and probes into the semantical condition,
structural condition and obstructions in the grammaticalizing course. Then, two new conceptions
are introduced, i.e., rank-disparity and semantically dominant intensity, with which the
obstructions may get a proper explanation.

Keywords patient-subject syntactic pattern, grammaticalization, topicalization semantical
rank-disparity, semantically dominant intensity
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