PRISE AT 2006 £ 1 M1 (G 21 M8): E87-102

AN ERGTN— LR

RIEF
@_L?gggqunm = W9eRT

?E% BENEHESTRRAMMGEILEELZS. REFLE RRLEFE—H
RE “¥£7, ARABHESNEETE. ¥R 0RAT —ERHE, saNEs
%ﬁ%%‘if%l@ﬁﬁﬁ WAL, BREATNRRIRYE, BAGEEA. B4,

Bﬁ%“l i&“fs% HEES. BLRR

BENTEHMAT (sibilants) AMBEAHE: &M (to). FRAT (ts). Tl (). FRHE
(ts) HE @) FE () ANHFTRAEHFNEE WWLKEFSE EHFERE—E @
WMEFEER). LRFRAREZE HAETNZERAEE SRR BB AR UM —EFH.

REERFEE, BERRFENELTFIERGEHAEENARSY, Kok g RE
H, BRXRARARE. OB SO NAERMELT, HEIRRTENEE. Ra
AR HEBETETGRERANMANGATUHART. BHEFNREERREEE T ERE
SEREEFEN —MEMT.

BEFEBBNMELEER. RTETAHESTRINARBEI SN BLHEH
BOW—REREETS. KRS, ¥IBEELHAN-ERBFERFTRETRY. @
MR, HiHERUEE. BT, LEREHFESBIRETEATNEE.

— BHEERE RGN
1.1 AER&E
IWHIFR F S LA 31 MEH. EREMFNELTEETESHREZN—MTE,
HP&H 15 BHAET BF% 2003),

te #H K to' A o UK
ts KBl ts' £KFF s B8R
tf tf B | BL
ts FH ts" HE s £B
te &L et 3 ¢ Kk

BUMAERG4SERR LN HENZE B BE%H0 BETFNRENLRS,
PlmEENESRE 29 @B, BEH 30 E8F. R LVRGEFERE: Kl (to. ts
LA o MK EBLT ). B ). B ). RERA (o), MARTHIR. EHER
BURMTES, BT LRSS RtERTER. HNRELERTRTNERETE A
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AfERE, MERNAETRE, BEFERRIREN)2E A8 ERS, BEARAS
FROSXAERATEANER. BATHHNEETURRLEET I EHHHEY.

12 WERGE
WRBBRAF—HF 25 @%E, HPEHEE 12 EEAT. (AHIE 1995)

te FE& te' B iH o W&
ts #H8 ts* HH& s HEF
ts T& ts' S s ¥
tc F& te' EF ¢ &l

BEFIFREBNRRE: to MEMEMR « AXERFAT, ¢ AOBEHNENFE, © 4
KA R L REDER/NEF S RE NSRS
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mE
HHa
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i
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I

| +4++3

+++ 1+ +
++++++@
+H++++=
+ 4+ 4+

KA, IR AXRPBE 2. BYHES (1992:24) #HRR: “2 HEMBEEAE
MERES. ” ATEERER, ARbLATHERIMrSHE, SEERATES.
WRIFKFTEHNERLGTR LV A EHRHR. #ln: (BEFS 2003:53)

8 1R to' BEH o VUBE
z hLWH ts* FKAN s B+
ts 2B ts' B s B
t¢ #A t¢* ZEH ¢ KA

RAGABRE, HPHOHREBTRERE FIRL: to—d. ts—z. EMEAHRTHRIL
BERETNERLR: 6~dd. 2~dz, ARRBEERFe. ts.
MEHATALAEN LR R. RERN TR EREMERE. (BRKF 1993)

ts ¥EHRR ts' FFHEEKHL s F/R

ts WXEIF ts' B AR s BHLE
tf #FRIRE tff R § EERIRE
te M50 t¢* Bl ¢ TEBRELET

1.3 =EHB&ES '

BENEZEUATRE AR EUERBARNRS: HFRT—F, FRE—
E, FEEE. KTEMEME. WHKETSR6.
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ESR

ts §A ts' HE5E s WA
ts BH ts' R s B+ z ®H
te K & te* RFE ¢ FrA

pi & 3
ts K ts' B s #®
ts HE ts' BE s BE z AH
t¢ FHR te' KE ¢ Bk

LRERITE, FLTERAEHZBESE, BNAHETRE,

te ts ts tf t¢
R + - - + +
ERR + - + - +
Ed + - - + +
B + - - + +
i - + - + +

He, FEHFRFBRAAEF T, HANERFHLHIORE: AH © @R FHRHA
ts 4. A s 0T SHRE 4, RZFR. BRINBSRFLMIESTRE—

BIIR (1992) (EARBHR) FARGTE-RATHERSKT. ¥RITTESEE
(& 33 18), WHZEHEEAF:

ts HHE ts* FIR dz i s Wi z bF
ts GRE ts* AR dz, BEHE s B 2, 5
t¢ HR te* S ih dz Fik ¢ A&

WEHLTTEIE 30 B8RS, NAZESAT, SERME, HFENEE Efm
1998):

ts % ts* K dz' B s & z &8
ts 28 ts' WE dz; BkR s BF 7, B
t¢ BX48 te* T dz' #H ¢ fhiE 7z B

HPEsplifRBERTIXEHE, HAENA “HEETER” Bl

BIHE (1999 AXBEFTSHEBHRY —35H S BEHFM, HbE REA=ZE¥%
T REURE (1993) CAEAEMR) 58 27 @7 SHERE, BHPF 90 BMAEZEY
%T. BIRBEHTSEN-ERHLENE: BRI, FRE. THE—E. RELART.
BE. THUFERTRE.

1.4 MERMET

BHELTEWMAMNERLET, B -ERETRIE v, —ERFTEF (v). EME#RL
FRMWLTG 9@ E, W37 @A, A3 ETE. HPFFETEERFTEENH,
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HIEAFEL R~ RFBAESSAH.

ts & X5 ts' BLEAE S s HEEX z BEMK
t¢ BT te* BRI RY) ¢ BIKRES

LB TS RENSE R, —EERE, —EFEE

ts MR W ts' HEEH s BRERR 2, BBREN
te FEESHE te' B2 ¢ BIKER

BITKBN T E A E MBS, ARFAERR. TENERL. BENEEF
RIEWAMRBRE @F), BRNOFEATH o RRAMER . BPOHRRE)
ERL TRBBLEBAR.

ZRHWL (BO) TERTNEEST, —ERAEHN, —EREEE. (RBEE
« TEE) FEHEER.

o EEAER o YR i BWybZER
t¢ FIT2H t¢" LB ¢ BE/KA

KBS, Hi. HARMA S o, SNSHREARRRAMTH v-. BEER
EHEREUR, BERATE -REBDR. FERRRAOHM & WRH H A28
Zr

o

ts: tf WMBAX (FF) BEFOBIRAMEELE, —EFTKW, —EF%E. F
EEF 1992)

ts fEFRRH ts' ABRANEE s Y BR
tf WHEE tf HL R4 0E J HEZL

ts:ty MRAEEFFENBHRAFATMEBELSE, —BHFRW, —EFRE. (AH
2 2002)

ts AR ts* ABERIFHE s WRMBE
ts BH B ts" SRR s AEAKHE,

— BT E MM ER AT R KA L REEA. R FHRNLUSRE.

td ts

ts tf t¢
KI5 — + ~ - +
B - - + -~ +
Bl o+ - — - +
2K - + - + -
Gk — + + - -

SEHE-RUAAWERET, DNSERENME 27 SHATNNTRL
HEETFRE. RTFESFORAR—ETRNE, —EE5EE. ERAFTH 8 M@,
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9fEl, 10fE=FMEEN. ETREEI=K 10 HEkT. &% 1992)

ts REBR s BEVIR dzZFEEE s PuieE  z 88
te BHEER o KB  dz KHEBRE ¢ FEMER 2 WOKE

1.5 —BU%%S

BENTSMBRRE -EHALT, EEHATETRERNE. EHLTHNISIE
RNEERBRNRIOERS. FiE.

BEMEATELZRME W LER), —BETE=M/ (WAEM). UME (WEZEFEH),

BORWME (uiFif). R FEW. BM. MA8. (BEE 1987, 2002)
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ts*
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{
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ts*
s
3P
ts
S

#H tsie™
% tsa®
Sd" sa33
® zie'
B tie”

I tso™
A ts o3
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YE tsa’ 3
ﬁﬁ 8055

B tsi®
B tsui?
# sig?!
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¥ dai”

bii:§ tsess
K tsa’!
id" Sa55

W tsea”
‘\‘,)\ sa33

& tsi”
¥ tso®
& si*

1 ziui’'
B’ ui’

ﬁ tsy”
$ tss E55
# se

E tsea®
¥ sea®

BH tso™
& tsui’!
B sai?!
5 zi’!

% fai”

PR tso™
ﬁb tss 021
& 5i*

58 tsi™
ﬁj tsn 02]

WERE S — A 147 15 R, WA —EHME, TEIME. HINNSTE:

(e 1996)

ts
ts*
s
b4

REMFERE=MESEE, MELVASEBE. (KEE 1993)
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S
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B “tsa
¥ “tsa
® Ssia
A “zia

& “tsw

B “ts‘w

2 sw

I tsia
B tsia
#t Ssia
A zip=

& tsio?-
K tsio?-
# sio2

& tsio?-
% ts'io”
£ sio?-
R zio®

_ﬁlﬂ- <tsul
T o5t ul
% sl

F tsé

£ dts‘ou
8 sap
B/ <zui

N tse?s
fit ts'e?-
K Si

ERXFLIBARERSS, PBOTERE—E. PInBRTSREH 15—8: &

K& 1994)

ts

HE tsa

& tsia”

I “tso
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ts* #F sts'a & tsia” A 15’ 4 son
s ¥ sa B Ssia #H “so & .son

R FRE AT T AT RS E (5. t5. to, ERHE ¢ Bk, B
L. BRERE. BSWE (. t6), Bl BE. 5. 28, B, &8, #E. R
BRAE (s, ts\ s, b LLEBAFRIKRSEE, 85, BE PN EE4ITREHT.
KT BEE ($T) A FEE 2000)

te £ teo® & tea® BE teiE® 5% toy"
te* B teE* £ tea" # t¢iE" # teEk*
c s g W eal i GiE" % ¢iEg®
i # ¥ # ta” # HE” Ml $EK

ERESERTEREE T EHURER. BETEERAKNEET —EY%KT, B
ENREHMEAERERN. MBRERAHFNOER: “t. t¢'. cHIBFWMOMRIN, BEF
EEMEE, " EABHSE L RAEENAS, O BT SSHNBSFEZN) BEwE
BE. (FiEE 2000:6)

BETZ, BENENEATRIIBEHLE, E0F . hE#HENHETE
ARWLRITE. B, F. B%, EUEHSHESTREME B to. ts. t5. tf. tgo
FRFAEHREF R, B 5. 5" 5 ARNETEESHN |MAREENHN 2. NERS
BRI EELRASHE —BEEAR. BEMN to. ts. t5. tf, —SREM. iTF. FM
M ts. ts. tf, te. BRAMBEHELFIA@EFEHAR, LXRMECHAEBRE BRR
REETEEA s YHEBFR, KAUREMBHERBMERS T IREEMW. mREL
MR ESIALR, E=M7 5B HREETN TR

te ts ts tf te c
g8 + + + + — +
mE  + + + + — +
ERH + - + + + -

A to RRMME, s RIFHME, ¢ RABAME. BN s B c &l (rRED
B to BREEHATRS o (), s (MK, RAGFER, BRREGRERAEBRT MK
HRER., MEREZE BN, dREMEFEERERITENYE GHE), RIRRRPE
FMNET B RRASNEEATENRR. ERZEESE. NERGEN —EERT
MR, RABNAEHEBRER: ZFE ts. t5. te, ME ts. t¢, —F ts. MWEWF:

ts te ts tf te
hE + + + + +
1= + + + + -
= + + + - -
WE  + + ~ - -

B L, BHREERWSEL SR —EE&NER: L LRME, EREiTER
Mo, BITHE. BEREERE-E, HTHEESRE EE7 . KEELRIE:
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I WRTEEZENE, AEMESKT. UAZZNE, MUZEHKEH. Tt
U=FERE, WERD. UHRZFERD. WERE, RENSEXLTHAERE.
E 2. FENERE, ZERD. BFXESHAEWE, PBEF—E. HESHEE—
3. BEREARE “FE”, ERAAMENESETSHN « RRNIITEZN: AR
HEZ ts—~t/_a, oy u, ts—~ts/_i. e, e, M ¥ s, s ¥ t. HEFHTHES, FEL
A ETLBRE.

T HMEANERER
EBHF, BHFONERL . PImRMNEERAKRT -BE4T, BEAM
MEMAT SRS, BRESUAT. ARTSERRNME, AXELURERNE, K TED
Kt REEHIRE.
Lots @ tg AR RRIEME (1990) WERBMHFE-MRANSREETHE I RZER
B, (*WRTHIS

R BB o B8
% =% =% =% - =%
sm&a ts ts ts ts ts* ts
At ts ts ts ts ts* ts
=4 ts ts* tg*

Hrplm A v AR5, BiRAEME. ERVUERIRMNANRR FIERRED
W, &OFRFERSRE RN, FREM s A WBRERKRRRER). SHREEHIE
WO =% s M. ARAEAZSNFRTIEEEOMNEEN 4, Hibem s 4
A EAFRTHEE SN « 8 HiOeH 4. AREFETFERTBRAERE
i ts 4L EANER o A, RUMBEAETANR. ERXEMACEN HEABRKE. it
Bt s B0 SRRV B R A = B R T 10 77 & DR T K .

2.ts ¢ APERR MEEHBSERNEESENTEREETAMNRER K TRELME
R, MBHAZHFFEERS QUPMERBAR) MR (MY 1992)

31 % otsa Htsaw® ¥ “tsap H tsaic R tsou.
= ot Btfer® 1 iy T’ tfon P tfug Mtfus B Afy
= ¥ sa ftsai® 5 “tsau ) san # sup Rsot.  $Etsous

= He)?/fei R seu & sem F tsu B osop
. # tfi Afa® B ofi Mtfed” Ffen® R Sfan F fets
£ty B oafa OKR)  Mtfu. Bfu Byt Afet

RBEHNEHEBEIER, RTOBFHECHELZS KMEERY—F. SZTREA
—B, MERELAH. EEEUNBTREL ts:te, EIELFHR.

HETEMANEASTRERCERREN, AR —ERHENEHRE, REERE
B ERRE.

M XK Asa Eitsaw® 1 tsap Biset: W Asop R tsol.  Htsan®
m=: 50 aei Mits'ew’ A teiu TR dsop B tsup FTtsuls B o)
H-: ¥ sa fEtsai’ ¥ sau W san ¥ son Fllsot. R tsole
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H=. Hs) B oas'eu Wset, Wis'en™ ¥ asu F son MEso
. B Ctel dbsa® s Mtsew” Fsen® M osap F osete
A ey K sui A)so?. MMitsu? A su?. W tsat. B2 sots

FRRABBFR R “5, . & R UEHAF, SRETEHE, BBL=mEMR.
IARRTSAAHFENRZ LT —BERURS. EFLEER. E0i% 1992)

3 # sa Hisauww I asen Ftsed.  Htgio?-
M= sy BR oty B Aoy Btsauw® M giv R’ Asan B otsupg A teiud
HZ: W sa fEtsai® 4 “tsau b san % gyon Fillso?. tso?

H=:  #Es ¥ asu B oasiu & son FH oyon
. Btsa® H as'a #sa® sy # sy Mtsar® Fsan® M ts‘en
& oy K oy BMigiu2. Heiu2 sy 7R syod

ERFRRALTFRR BT SO —ERRYEFR= S, CEfRRErLE-
¥F (R 8 BERY. ErENTUREDNT.

=% =%
itz ts ¢
AE4H: ts ¢
B4 t¢

SERTIA s AMERRERRR. RETHOFZHAM o M. GHORTHEHM
0=%:

=, i teieu B Agtieu B otetieu M tetiew®
E. 3B eieu M toiew” B gieu > gieu

BT ENBNE SRR RRSEEE.

M=, #oiv” H tefin # otefiu
H=. Heiv® B oteiu BWoeiv’; % Aeyon B teyon K ste'yon I “gyon
E: A deiu R teiv® W giu

REHERBRAKRREFE S, B AEHE=SA8R%, ARiipfRm=, B4
Hhl: BERNFEMHEEETHEAR. EREF=WHEZ, CBHRARARE. VE
R £ mbE. B8, tRFRERENR. ZEAER EEEETENERIAERE
EHFZHRGITESTENER. BRBEYEURRATE T SWERLTNIEY.

JR T HRARE T S S B IREE X IR.

L.ttt WEHAE B, B ESREHACZE TOBEATE—PRRBLKTE.
ERMLARM R TGIE. ANHE REETE FRETHREAL: ARNTSKRINE
P, FHH SRR EER RS,

BREGECA S tt 4 ts 1 MR R HRRABSRBZ . #lin: K’ Bitsi’ Basie’'
ghtsie™ . Bitsian®'. Htsiau®. FEtsiou’. HHsid’. Kisi&', Tsin’s Hsinp?. (FHE
1997) EREBLAMEBETERESLF BB REERS HTREFTRETERAL.
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KA e st AENE R, Flin: EFEFE 1990)

ts BHAEBR 5. K 570 & 5
ts* B ts'". B P, B .

WEHER T EANTRET s, TERMAY, Fin: (FXEH% 2002)

t & oti B <ti £ tie B tie
ts* B ootst B s # tsie B otse
t e B tia Btid 7 i
ts* & <tsiau K ts'id Hotsia” B ts'ip

LUER R4 RITROSML T BT LR, B8, 16, Wi, BR, 1K, WL
BRFPFROETHRR. BRTFET, BEAHRAR ESEREEI—EHIZAHEAR
Kt (BRRRAt—~ts, TIRAC—~s' M), BESHRTAFERE. ERHTREFTLL
PNERMERBERBER ISR, BEUBEFRN (s) MEE (o) WEKRL: THR
R, WALKERLER T EHEAUBRATEE, HIFARE.

MM—R, “H” F EE—REP) ELWHERNBHITENR tsuei BB touei. #
WVE. FE. B, B, B, UK. S5, Bl B, Al S, sE. N
Brg. B, W, RBEOFR. BT S5 BB, MR, B 8. R RP. B
B B, BRiE. GRAdisuei B teye). WIFHICHR, T BIBARURSR, “H” K
% tsuei WTLIGRAWH T E BRER M ARG, KBUURBNFH%M4 REXRRK “K
87 BEAR. WRERERRR. 2F, BE. BR. BE. FMNRHFLERR. E—F
HMENTEFRRAMMLRTEEH, HERETURAR T E RN —EHE.

4. WHERBHL BHETOBLERERE BRI, FRULEIERAMEN A
HR T RERT SRR,

t0 HMEL: LREHBEFRALTHRGHMEMCNELAT, TERALHERS.
EHREL R ERRNE, @EIR. KTRLETFH R

*s B Zh =% ] a8 i 5 AW Ei%: |
it to 8 t0 e t0 t8 to
prk=s ts ts ts ts t¢ t t

Fltn: LR 0. H 0. B0 K. 2w B s, WRAKTEMSEHERRRE
'g" &ﬁnﬁé%'g“

BE Htoy thteq Be 10> Ftoes O
B “tOuei i tOuei & Huei; B t0ud AT t0u5 TR Oud

mE 07 a0 B i ¥ t0in 0 «0p 2 Bip
2 8y & t0ya fH 6y £ toyn” ¢ <t0yn 2 Byp

FRAE 0 ARREHEEE BAE o KSEI L BER 0, HAEFR ().
AR ARG ORI, RERE. —BLRGER 10 BAHRE s 4, B
BHE—MBISRER ‘7 FH 0y . HEVHREE EME 0y EXA sy’ B “#”
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FLHERFNMEREIS, FHAOILR tsy” o (I 1995:253) # tsy F 0y REHI5.

B 0 HELRTERAMERURASR, TEROM-RELH, " s AZELHEI .
HAM s RPN LEBEA0. BESOMER. v AMREATH B, RELEH
OEFHALR. HMEREMT

ik a0 IR, rogs| RO HAt &5
4 ts ts ts ts t0
Fn=# ts ts ts t0 t0

ERSMEARRY: EEENREREROEBERES. HTEBRMMENER RTEESHR
ts KB

B & tsung” M tsup: P tsup £ «ts'un 7 <tgu
- 31 # tsuei MK tsuei K puei; Mtsueim B Asuei HB stsuei
1km: ¥ sy, B “ts, ¥ Su 1 0 B 04 B toY

WRAEAERS, HEBRTLEES: BRTIEFHOFZS, ¢ 5 0 RRAMOME, £4&00
ZHHEERELE. BB v REESARRTRITAWR—ENOM & tou oy .
£ Bu. F5t6u. Bk a6u. R 0 HBEA ¢ 4, BEERNOTERELZERE,
HABERNM - RTAHEE v A. B, NERSHEEZMILER, BRRLAIETEEHKEY
B, RAS-REMARE B MR- $AFE. “#” FILEA0=% BFESH Oei.
KL FOME, RN BEKAST O &, SFFRRA. TRHEKRE: suei—~gei
—Bei.

ts HHMESE. BEFEN ¢ SFEXRANPEE-MALRE, FEHFSHZEENC
WHTIC. #hsh, BRERHAR MRS ENEBER. KN, RAMBERIERR
T, RBHTERPEE.

WP F R HE T L RRE O, fl: (FARIX 1990)

ts ¥ “tsuei ¥ .tsun A tsue”
tg’ £ ts\ei F <tsupg £ tsuei”
§ B suei” F osup % sue’

ICEREER Y S OMARE L RS, BEMOMES OPREES. ((LHEEE

sHEX))

B CI0E. A ts0® $Btg’0”  Fotge” B 50 % o5'onp B A5
¥t s, i tsom W asop F sagt  E tsH 12 “ts'E
& O Heu MHasu  EHgu X suo  fEtsus” 1A suo

BB O80T “Bisei” . Ttgei” . Y Ttgei. Wegei® . Pl stg'ei” S B Wi Mtsuei,
tsuei, RIEW Btsei. ts'ei, REETHFL. 2FEH (2003) “EHEIFEFRNABRER—
RER" .

AT UMRSEEE S BIERREEFSE, AEURREBESS. HER
AEEIETIEARE. BRTRERBE. Fl. ), FRAEMHHE, LR RER
RGN R0 —SeRTRE, TGRS A ROEE N, WECFE ROLARSIOE S, LB, P
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ME. BT W, TEAS, WNBRE. b, BIeRERE. FFT.
LA RS T EMARATOHRAB TR, (REE 1984)

ts: &K otsa A Asv E “tgei #H tsau R &
ts’: E2B R tgau  #§ tgau”  F 5B
$: MHsa”

ELEEENRER S TERMMBRUS REVBREERER GRIYT) LR # R
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R PP ER N0 3 A AT ML (098 dtoyR R YRS FEE) LRWAREELL “4
F” MEL, EBAERGR “MiE” . BRASDTSABANBTAE “B0” Ak
. TALL “BdE” BERAR. 50022 B BT P AR .
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SR ts: B sy gy # “tsuE
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BTSN SERBBRM RN, B, B Bl R URHRETURR
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EER L EREM.
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RBIWTE: RR < W . B0 BEE g KREHE REFTT): ZHEE
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FHE: HKHzuol . Bz . RAByol . v . WEEE. FETSN THIZRALR:
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H—E%S z
5. MHTHELN MEFESHEEESLNBRETAIOOBL Fl s K oEFOER
NiEB s Bt s s, s Bt ERENBLAREGN, BRER. R TRESEE - &
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# A 2 & E39 E
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w0 «tsi tse® oASE “ta tua to
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WBOFSHANETE, TSHBA (. e ) % @ o. v) M. Jpk—2K, ts ¥ t KBMY
REBTE, AT Ag. BT ERBRILTELSAMELE, ROAHE T LURERET
ZH HLER” RS BT (.o o) B4, BT (. o w) At EE 4B FHE
SHAR-BBESTEHRAR, ERAATELESSFNEL ki—~tfi, ke—tfe) K&
AR

UREBE T SHATNELTITERRERNETRIWEES, TRENEES KR
W, BRI (W 1992)
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Fwod . Rug . frut.. E—ESEFRRNFAFITURALREROBER TERRRE.
WEBAEAT B RAFHERATRES: (FLE 1990)
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BRI R ER AR T EAEE R, Bl (UL E 2000)

t: XK ta A to  Ftau Ml La
£ fida ®HTo Rta

EPTEARMAT, WO LBEMNF (B, N). FHELEIE, FRAREEAREEER
B teis te —b. t. MANRER, TEFEEMBRARAT. BTEETH, FIREHT
HWERE.

MEHFETSNETEEAIREENRE. —ERERN, —BREFRE. Rirw
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Sibilants in Chinese Dialects

Kuang-yu CHANG

Abstract There are six kinds of sibilants across Chinese dialects, namely, inter-dental,
lateral, dental, retroflex, palato-alveolar and palatal. The linguistic landscape of China shows a
quite steady tendency in the number of sets of sibilant sounds, decreasing as one travels from
north to south. Four or five sets of sibilants are reported in a number of Shandong dialects, while
three sets are the norm in Shanxi and Henan. Crossing the Yangtze River, two sets are the norm
while three quite rare. Further south, in the Min and Yue dialect area, only a set of sibilants to be
found. On the Hainan Island, the southernmost territory of China, there is only a “half-set” of
sibilant sounds remaining. Difference in the sibilants sets is a major source of diversity in Chinese
dialects. The following diagram displays the different sets and their normal contents:
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Set Dental Palatal Retroflex Palato- Inter-denta

Alveolar
5 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
4 Yes Yes Yes Yes No
3 Yes Yes Yes No No
2 Yes Yes No No No
| Yes No No No No

Surrounding sibilants there are a number of intriguing questions that require systematic treatments
and formulations. Here are among the finds: (1) Aspiration-—an aspirated dental stop is easier to
be affricated than its un-aspirated counterpart, and an aspirated affricate (is°) is easier to become a
dental stop than its un-aspirated counterpart. (2) Roundness —lip rounding plays a more important
role in turning a plain sibilant into a retroflex than its spread-lip counterpart. To my knowledge, a
similar process has been reported in Sanskrit (Fox 1995:30).

Key words  Sibilants, geographical distinction, historical developments
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