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A study on the construction “— VV...” in
early modern Chinese

Feng GU

Abstract The grammatical construction under discussion, “— VV...”, emerged during the
Tang Dynasty. The author has presented evidence to show that this construction should be
analyzed as [— V[V]]. Here “— V” is a measure phrase, acting like an adverbial group modifying
the following VP. Although “— V(conj)...” already existed in Old Chinese, it should not be
confused with “~— VV_...” since they had different manifestation syntactically. We also point out
that in the written documents of the Yuan and Ming Dynasties “— VV...” was gradually
reanalyzed as a VP,

Key words “— VV...”, measure phrase, adverbial group, syntactic change, reanalysis
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