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Neutral tone as a means to distinguish word-classes in
Mandarin Chinese

Huayun WANG

Abstract There are 273 pairs of words or phrases, one carrying neutral tone and one normal tone, in
Mandarin Chinese contrasting in their meanings. It counts slightly more than 10% of the total 2,711 neutral tone
words.

Keywords neutral tone, word-classes, meaning, types, numbers, change of word-classes

85



