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The metaphorical use of
directional verbs in Cantonese

Carine Yuk-Man YIU

Abstract This paper discusses the metaphorical use of directional verbs in Cantonese.
Directional verbs such as soeng Lt * move up’, lok % * move down’, ceot i ¢ move out’, jap A\
‘move in’, etc., are often followed by a nominal which denotes a place. Such a nominal often
indicates the goal of a movement. In some cases, it can also refer to the source or the path of a
movement. In addition to specifying the direction in which a movement takes place, a directional
verb can also express a metaphorical meaning such as political and economic status. The
metaphorical meanings of directional verbs are extended from their spatial or directional meanings.
Such an extension is based on experience.
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