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Theoretical Implication and Cognitive Explanation
of Using lian as ba in Modern Chinese

Chunli ZHAO

Abstract Three syntactic types in which Jian and ba can be changeable are analyzed in the
first part of this paper. Then it is pointed out that the dependent semantic relations of NPs tend to
be independent. According to the division theory and the- linguistic facts in the vernacular, this
article presents two modes of division: semantic progression and semantic coherence. The former
produces the structure of lian...dow/ye and the latter makes /ian possess the prepositional function
of ba. Ellipsis governed by ba, via ellipsis non-governed by ba, is developed into the
independence of /ian without syntactic slot. Thus the disposing function shifts from ba to lian and
the conjunctive function of /ian shifts from connecting spatial NP to connecting temporal VP. It is
noteworthy that the conjunctive function of lian does not occur in some dialects, but its
prepositional function in indicative and imperative can exist independently.

Key words syntactic context, division, functional shift, absorption
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