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Grammaticalization of the word for “see” in the
Lianjiang dialect

LIN Huayong

Abstract The morpheme meaning “see’ [ “t"ei] followed by ‘guofkus” ]’ has two different
meanings in the Lianjiang dialect spoken in western Guangdong, with one being functional and the
other substantive. When it is a substantive form, ‘[ “t"i kus” ]’ can be treated as a verb plus a
particle. When it is a functional form, it is a verbal particle meaning ‘to try’ or “to guess’. Particle
‘[ “t"ei kus™ ]’ has changed by the way of ‘phrase > word’, and its meaning has grammaticalized as
well. From the form ‘[ “tPi kus” ], the author observes the clements which affect the particle’s
meaning, the different process by which see- verb has changed, the relationship between aspect and
modality in Chinese, and the necessity of a comparison among Yue dialects and between Yue, Min,
and Hakka dialects.

Key words  Yue dialect, particle, see- verb, grammaticalization, aspect, modality
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