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A study on classifiers in Lijingji

YEN Hsiu-shan
Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Languages and Language Education
National Hsinchu University of Education

Abstract Classifier is one of the important features that distinguishes Chinese from other
languages. Although classifiers were proved to well-developed in North and South Dynasties, their
importance has escaped attention of researchers until recent years. Based on the annotated
versions of Lijingji, Southern dialect play written in Ming Dynasty, I take it as my goal to
establish to build up the classifier system in earlier Southern Min. Meanwhile, this article also
aims at analyzing the categories of classifiers and their syntactic patterns, grammatical function,
and pragmatic characteristics. Thus, this paper attempts to provide a diachronic view of classifiers
backed up by rich data and detailed analysis.

104



