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The Development of the Acute and the Flatter Sounds
in Changsha Dialect

TIAN Fanfen

Abstract This paper studies on the historical development of the acute and the flatter sounds
in Changsha dialect. The palatalization of Group Jian JLZH of Changsha dialect began in the 15th
Century, the Group of Jing ¥§41 palatalized because of the influence of Mandarin in about the
early 20th Century and the acute sound began merging into the flatter one. In the 1960s, most

people in Changsha can not tell them apart.
Key words Changsha dialect, the acute and the flatter sounds, historical development
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