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On the Use and Origin of the Degree Adverb Ji JL in
Southern Chinese Dialects

WANG Chunling

Abstract The degree adverb ji JL mainly appears in Xiang dialects, Cantonese, Hakka
dialects and Gan dialects in Southern China, and it also occasionally appears in Southwestern
Mandarin. According to the diachronic investigation of the common word ji[t¢i’'*])L in Mandarin
and the relative law between interrogative pronoun and adverb denoting high degree in the
above-mentioned dialects, we find out that the degree adverb ji JL derives from jiduo JL%,
originally an interrogative pronoun, which is then grammaticalized as an adverb. On the other hand,
the co-existence of the degree adverbs ji JL. and jiduo JL%, jiban(er)JLA(JL) ” in the same dialect
provides the conclusion with a convincing proof.

Key words southern Chinese dialects, degree adverb, ji JL, origin
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