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Interrogative Pronouns in Tuanfeng Dialect

WANG Huayun

Abstract In Tuanfeng Dialect there are three basic interrogative pronouns: na W, equivalent
to na W or shui #£ in Putonghua; me ‘4, equivalent to zenme /G4 or shenme f+4; ji JL,
equivalent to duoshao %/V or ji JL. Based on these three pronouns pronounced in shangsheng, a
series of compound pronouns are formed, most of which are identical with the interrogative
pronouns in some Chinese dialects along the Yangtze River. The pronoun me ‘4 gives the
etymology of shenme ft4 and zenme ‘B, which reflects the features of the interrogative
pronouns in between Jianghuai Dialects and Xi’nan Dialects.

Key words Tuanfeng Dialect, interrogative pronoun, me ‘4., na %§, ji JL.
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